
A nuclear attack
Duncan Campbell writes: The Anti-Nuclear Cam-
paign (ANC), launched .last Saturday, is a new
umbrella organisation aimed to stop nuclear power.
The distinctive feature of the ANC is the emphasis-
due in no small part to Arthur Scargill's alarm at his
perception of the 'brown rice and sandals' image of
other nuclear critics - on a platform broad enough
to accommodate trade unions as well as environ-
mental groups. Thus the campaign doesn't merely
propose the halting of the nuclear power pro-
gramme and the development of alternative energy
sources, but also stresses the need to 'guarantee
employment during the changeover' (away from
nuclear generation of electricity).
The campaign's present steering committee is

carefully designed to include union activists, re-
gional anti-nuclear groups from Scotland to the
southwest, and organisations as diverse as the
Socialist Workers' Party and thqConservation Soci-
ety. Some active groups - principally the Friends of
the Earth - have not joined the coalition, while
others - like the London Greenpeace movement -
oppose any central organisation on principle. But
most of these critics recognise the valuable role that
can be played by the ANC. Most unions, even some
with members inside the nuclear industry, are ill-
informed on energy issues. Many unions have no
clear policy on nuclear power, and thus tend to drift
with the historical consensus when the subject is
debated, as at this year's TUC (see NS 14 Sep-
teinber). Resistance is, however, growing. Apart
from working within the Labour movement, ANC
plans to assist local groups with information and
leaflets. Brown rice will not be available.


